
                        

 

 
 

Final Result of National Youth AI Prompt Design Challenge Demonstrate that Non-
tech Students can Create their own AI Apps 

 
Nearly 90 teams from 30 schools in Singapore pitted their skills over the three-day 

challenge aimed at fostering innovation and Gen AI skills for the next generation  
 
Singapore, 08 July 2024 — Straits Interactive has concluded its inaugural National 
Youth AI Prompt Design Challenge with remarkable success, showcasing the creativity 
of Singapore's secondary and tertiary school students aged between 13 and 25 years 
old. The event, requiring no coding knowledge, aimed to make Gen AI accessible to 
youth and gave them hands-on experience in creating AI tools to harness the power of 
AI within just 3 hours.  
 
Winning teams will receive their awards at a prize-giving ceremony graced by Ms Gan 
Siow Huang, Minister of State for Education and Minister of State for Manpower on 
29 July 2024. The award ceremony will dovetail into the SkillsFuture Festival x SMU 
2024 under the theme of “AI Unleashed: Transforming Skillsets for the Future”. 
 
The level of sophistication and ingenuity exhibited at the National Youth AI Prompt 
Design Challenge was truly inspiring. 87 teams, each comprising 2 or 3 members, 
demonstrated their prowess in generative AI by developing a variety of impressive AI 
applications and tools. Apps were built on Straits Interactive’s innovative Capabara AI 
platform, which gave participants access to different Large Language Models most 
suited to their use case. 
 
The nation-wide challenge that ran from 18-20 June 2024 in support of the Digital for 
Life movement, also saw the partnership of industry bodies such as SMU Academy, 
IMDA, AI Verify Foundation, the Association of Small Medium Enterprises (ASME), and 
the Singapore Association for Private Education. The idea behind the initiative’s 
inception was to build an ecosystem that supports the Prompt Engineering profession 
and AI app creation for the workforce. 
 
Challengers participated in a 3-hour Bootcamp session where they learnt tips, tricks 
and issues with Prompt Design, after which they developed their own chatbot or tutor 
within 3 hours.  Teams each chose a challenge statement to work on, ranging from a 
diverse array of educational (such as student well-being, enhanced learning and 
helping teachers to improve productivity) and business problems, and developed AI 
apps or tools to solve specific issues. Help was at hand for those who needed during 
the challenge, and students were encouraged to think actively about what they wanted 
to achieve with their app.  

https://outreach.straitsinteractive.com/gen-ai-prompt-challenge
https://outreach.straitsinteractive.com/gen-ai-prompt-challenge
http://capabara.com/


                        

 

 
 
Kevin Shepherdson, CEO and Founder of Straits Interactive, said, "We are incredibly 
pleased and heartened by the breadth and quality of AI applications and tools created 
by students during this Challenge. They have shown that even without deep tech or 
coding skills,  they can easily be trained to harness the power of Gen AI to solve real-
world problems. We are thrilled to help equip the future generation with the skills 
necessary to drive Singapore’s digital transformation, to help the nation maintain its 
competitive edge in the global economy.” 
 
Ang Yuit, President of ASME, said: “We are thrilled by the overwhelming response to 
this Challenge among the youth. This signifies that the future generation of our 
workforce is keen to adopt and harness new skills and technologies, readying them for 
a rapidly changing world of work.” 
 
Judging is currently taking place, led by Chief Judge Harish Pillay from AI Verify 
Foundation. The panel of judges comprises: 
 

• Ang Yuit, President, ASME 
• Celine Chew, Head of Learning and Development, Straits Interactive 
• Kevin Shepherdson, CEO, Straits Interactive 
• Kevin Sim, S1G, Former Head Counsellor of the College Admissions 

Counselling Office, Raffles Institution 
• Dr Lim Lai Cheng, International Education Advisor and Chairman of Advisory 

Board, Principals’ Academy, Singapore 
• Prof Lim Sun Sun, Professor of Communication and Technology, SMU & a 

member of the Media Literacy Council 
• Michael Low, Deputy Director, Curriculum Development & Digitisation Head, 

Finance & Technology Programme, SMU Academy 
• Vikneswaran s/o Kumaran, Senior Manager Development of Data-Driven Tech 

(D3T), IMDA 
 
Winners will be notified in the third week of July. The winning teams may be granted the 
unique opportunity to work with Straits Interactive, whose Capabara AI platform allows 
organisations to deploy Gen AI solutions swiftly and securely. This will allow students to 
gain industry experience and support in honing their AI expertise to become valuable 
players in the AI ecosystem. 
 
Photos and videos of the Youth AI Prompt Challenge can be found here. 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PIJcROD1AAlBMSCGS3jVLOBR-oJnlT1R?usp=drive_link


                        

 

We invite members of the media to join us in celebrating the achievements of these 
young innovators and to witness the potential future leaders in the field of Generative 
AI.  
 
Event Details: 
 

• Event: National Youth AI Prompt Design Challenge Award Ceremony 
• Guest of Honour:  Ms Gan Siow Huang,  

o Minister of State for Education and Minister of State for Manpower  
• Date: 29 July 2024 
• Timing: 

o 1:00pm - 2:30pm  Winner announcement & Lunch 
o 3:00pm: Prize-giving ceremony by Minister Gan 

• Location: Singapore Management University (SMU), Ngee Ann Kongsi 
Auditorium, School of Accountancy 
 

The National Youth AI Prompt Design Challenge is a precursor to the upcoming National 
AI Prompt Design Challenge for business professionals, where registrations will open 
from mid-July. More information will be provided in the coming weeks. 
 
About Straits Interactive 
Straits Interactive delivers sustainable data governance solutions that help organisations create trust in 
today's data-driven world. As trusted advisors to SMEs, MNCs, and data protection authorities in the 
region, we provide comprehensive competency, consulting, and capability roadmaps in data protection 
and governance. We partner with top universities in the region and international certification bodies to 
offer advanced diplomas, degrees, and certification courses. Today, we offer our own line of software, 
digital content, and more than 40 courses covering data protection, data governance, and Generative AI.  
  
Our Capabara capability-as-a-service platform, combined with our hands-on advisory services and 40+ 
training courses, helps organizations develop, manage, and govern their digitalization and innovation 
objectives. In 2023, ten years after its founding, Straits Interactive was honored as one of the top ten 
"Outstanding and Promising Startups'' at the inaugural Action Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE) 
Startup Awards, an unprecedented national accolade celebrating exceptional startups in Singapore.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 

Straits Interactive 
 
Angela Schooling 
Marketing & Communications Director 
Telephone: +65 9822 2625 
angela@straitsinteractive.com 

Clearstory International 
 
Rebecca Lee 
Senior Director 
Telephone: +353 (0) 1 961 0048 
rebecca@clearstoryinternational.com 

 


